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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CATHOLIC CHURCH 
MINUTES OF A   

MEETING OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

February 13, 2020 
 

A meeting of the Pastoral Council (the “Council”) of St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church (the "Church") was held at the Church’s Parish Center on February 13, 2020  beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. Fr. Pat, Fr. Ray, Christina Wagner, Greg Marsh, Greg Thomas, John Langham, 
Stephanie Werner and Sue LeFevre, were in attendance. Kevin Morgan was not in attendance 
due to an unexpected conflict.  One of our parishioners also attended as an observer. 
 

Fr. Pat called the meeting to order and chaired the meeting.  Sue acted as Secretary for 
the meeting. Fr. Ray began the meeting with a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to guide the Council 
in its discussions and discernment.   

 
Financial Report 
 
 Fr. Pat asked Sue to provide a financial report to the Council.  Sue advised that the 
second quarter of fiscal 2020 ended extremely positive with a total net income of $138,000 and 
an after payment of debt net income of $40,000.  She indicated that the result showed income 
results to be 50% and expenses to be 40% of the budgeted amounts projected for the 2020 fiscal 
year.  Sue explained that this net income was being moved into savings in anticipation of 
expenses that will be incurred beginning this summer for the impending capital campaign 
required by the Bishop.  Sue expected that these positive results would continue because the third 
and fourth quarters are typically the strongest each year. 
 
Presentation by Rhonda Smith on Community Ministries 
 
 Rhonda Smith joined the Council to report on Community Ministry activities.  She 
advised that she is actively engaged in a couple of new initiatives focused on providing 
assistance to the homeless in our area.  The first of these is a Homeless Freeze Shelter that is 
operated out of the Oakhill United Methodist Church on 290.  This shelter generally follows the 
operating schedule of the City of Austin which generally opens shelters when the temperatures 
are expected to reach 32 degrees or lower in the night time hours.  Many parishioners at St. 
Catherine’s and at other neighboring Churches are actively participating in this shelter program.  
The shelter offers food and housing on cold winter nights as well as showers, warm clothing and 
haircuts.  Rhonda said that the shelter has housed just over 70 individuals for the two nights it 
has been in operation. 
 
 Another new homeless ministry is the Oakhill Compass Network of churches.  This 
ministry is dedicated to helping homeless individuals navigate their way through the assistance 
network with the hope of finding permanent housing, health insurance, jobs and other basic 
necessities.  The homeless are provided with warm clothing, sack lunches and toiletries as well 
as a kind ear.  The hope of this ministry is provide the homeless with an ongoing support 
platform and a communications advocate.  The Network generally operates on Sunday 
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afternoons from 1 to 3 at the corner of Wm Cannon and 290. Each member Church is asked to 
commit to one Sunday each month. 
 
 Rhonda advised that Community Ministries continues with an abundance of other active 
ministries including, without limitation, the following: 
 

 Newcomer Welcoming Ministry.  This group assembles welcome packets for each new 
parishioner and makes phone contact. This is generally a monthly endeavor. 

 Carrying Hope.  This group provided “hope packs” to children entering foster care.  
Community supports this non-profit by providing some of the materials needed for these 
hope packs.  It is through the generosity of this parish that Community is able to provide 
quite a bit of needed items on  regular basis. 

 St. Catherine’s Transportation Ministry and Drive a Senior.  Community tries to provide 
transportation assistance to those members of our Parish who have not yet engaged with 
Drive a Senior.  Fortunately we have many volunteers who are willing and able to help 
with these needs as they arise.  Drive a Senior is a non-profit group that provides similar 
transportation services to the homebound for trips to doctors, grocery stores, beauty 
shops, pharmacies and other needed places. 

 Mobile Loaves and Fishes.  Participants in this ministry provide food, drink and other 
necessities to the homeless.  We generally do a truck run on a bi-monthly basis.  We also 
host sock parties which fill tube socks with donated toiletries which are distributed on 
each of the truck runs. 

 Parish Service Day.  Rhonda explained that this activity had been an annual event but it 
was stopped when we began the construction of the new Parish Center.  A Parish Service 
Day has been scheduled for March 28 and more information will be coming shortly. 

 
Father Pat thanked Rhonda for her presentation and asked the Council if there were 

questions.  As no questions arose, Rhonda distributed a summary of Community Ministry 
activities, a copy of which is attached to these minutes, and left the meeting. 

 
 

Encouraging Volunteerism 
 

  Fr. Pat shared that he was concerned with the waning of volunteerism.  He explained that 
the Church simply cannot function without the active participation of many people and that he 
has seen a sharp drop in the number of individuals who are engaging in Parish life.  He finds it 
particularly concerning that the younger members of the Parish are not engaging and asked for 
thoughts on this topic.   

 
  It was the general consensus of the Council that the failure of younger members of the 

Parish to engage was not necessarily a statement or lack of interest.  These individuals are 
already very consumed by career and family and so are not able to offer assistance on any 
regular basis.  It was also noted that our process for soliciting help may be lacking as it fails to 
make a personal appeal and is often too vague.  The Council strongly advised that bulletin 
announcements seeking volunteers should be far more specific so as to delineate the tasks that 
would be needed from a volunteer. The Council recognized that the older Parishioners may be 
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the ones with more available time and that even with them a personal and specific appeal will 
likely be more successful. 

 
Chatter in the Church 

 
  Sue advised that a concern had been raised regarding conversations that occur in the 

Church generally before the start of Mass.  She said that the concern was the noise that resulted 
from these exchanges made it difficult to prepare for Mass.   Sue noted that this type of chatter in 
Church might just be an unintended consequence of the changes made to general Church design 
following the second Vatican Council.  The older Churches were built with a high Altar on 
which typically sat the Tabernacles.  During years prior to Vatican II the Priest would consecrate 
the Eucharist in front of the Tabernacle with his back to the congregation.  With the Tabernacle 
in the Church, Christ was always present so no one talked in Church.  Post Vatican II churches 
weren’t designed with the high altar and most Tabernacles were placed outside of the main 
sanctuary.  Our Tabernacle is located in the Chapel and our Eucharist Captain will process the 
Ciborium with the Blessed Sacrament in and out of the main Church.  There may be a subtle 
message that Christ has left the Church and for this and other cultural reasons people feel at ease 
having a conversation in the Church.   

 
 Fr. Pat noted that there were other places available for quiet prayer.  The Chapel adjacent 
to the main Church is always open and generally quiet.  Also, the Adoration Chapel in the 
Administration Building is also a place for prayer.  He felt that the opportunity for the members 
of the Parish to have some community time prior to Mass was an important consideration.   After 
considerable discussion and discernment, the Council generally agreed that the conversations in 
the Church were an important component of the gathering process before Mass and should not be 
discouraged.  If we are to be a community at worship, we must allow these precedent collegial 
moments to continue because while they may be a bit noisy they are also unifying. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was duly 
adjourned.   
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Susan M. Lefevre, Secretary 
      Dated:  March 2, 2020  
 
 


